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Welcome Message  
by the  
Vice -Chancellor  
University of Malaya  
 
Datuk Rafiah Ismail  

 

 
I am delighted to have the opportunity to write a few words in the programme 
book for this conference.   
 
First, a very warm welcome to all our distinguished invited speakers and 
participants.  For those of you who have travelled from abroad, Selamat 
Datang (Welcome) to Malaysia.   
 
Opportunities for health care professionals to gather and share their 
experiences and knowledge in teaching and learning are especially important 
to help those who are involved in the training of future colleagues.  By striving 
to remain at the forefront of best educational practices and teaching according 
to best evidence medical education, ultimately the quality of health care 
provided will be benefit.   
 
Problem-based learning (PBL) was established some 30-40 years ago in 
North America as an educational philosophy to instill the ideals of adult-
learning, life-long learning and self-directed learning in professional schools 
such as business and medicine.  During the last two decades, it has become 
increasingly used in the health sciences, such as in medicine, dentistry, 
nursing, pharmacy, occupational health and physiotherapy, to name but a few.  
Introducing PBL into a curriculum may be a bold step in institutions that 
previously had very traditional pedagogic styles of teaching, but sustaining 
such a change is an equal challenge.   
 
It is my sincere hope that this conference will provide you opportunities to 
learn something new, to make new friends and network as well as to rekindle 
old friendships, and to take up the challenges of health sciences education in 
the 21st century.    
 
To our international guests, I hope you also have the opportunity to enjoy your 
stay in Malaysia, and to see some of the country.   
 
 
 
 
Datuk Rafiah Salim 
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Welcome Remarks  
by the  
President of APA -PHS  
 

Professor Bambang 
Prijambodo  

 

 
Dear Colleagues , Conference Participants and Friends,  
 
It will be my pleasure to join you at the 6 th Biennial APA-PHS Conference 
2008.  As the President of APA-PHS , I am particularly happy to note that  the 
theme of this Conference is  ñChallenges and Opportunitiesò of PBL in medical 
educationò. Indeed it is a down -to-earth topic for all of us who deal with 
medical education.  
 
The Asia-Pacific Association for Problem Based Learning in Health Sciences or 
APA-PHS aims to strive for excellence in innovative education for health 
science professionals in the Asia-Pacific region with a special emphasis on PBL 
philosophy. A total of 15 countries have joined this organization since the 
Association was formally registered in January 2003 in Malaysia. 
 
Instead of the mind -numbing memorization of a rapidly expanding database 
of medical facts, PBL puts the emphasis on clinical reasoning, integrative 
thinking, problem-solving, communication, teamwork and self-directed 
learning ï all desirable generic skills previously neither taught nor assessed by 
medical schools. PBL medical students become better prepared to deal with 
the real world as they learn to solve these problems using methods which 
promote lifelong, independent learning and integration across  basic, social, 
population and clinical sciences. 
 
I believe that in the future, teachers can return to their traditional role as 
guide, mentor and tutor, helping the students become active learners. 
Universities exist for the benefit of students and what benefits them most is 
autonomy. They can learn from authority or find out for themselves.  
 
Before concluding, it is my sincere hope that this Conference serves as vehicle 
for an exchange of ideas which in turn lead to an excellent medical education 
process. Finally, let me wish each and everyone of you a productive 
Conference.  
 
Prof. Bambang Prijambodo 
President, APA-PHS  
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Welcome Message  
by the  
Organising Chairperson  

 
Professor Hamimah Hj Hassan  

  

 

Dear Delegates, 
 
Selamat Datang or Welcome to Malaysia. On behalf of the Organizing 
Committee, it gives me great pleasure to welcome all delegates to the 6 th 
Biennial Conference of the Asia-Pacific Association on Problem- Based 
Learning (PBL) in Health Sciences. We are proud to be organising this exciting 
meeting which will receive both local and international delegates. Our 
members have worked very hard to ensure the success of this conference. 
This meeting will bring together experts from across the globe in the various 
fields of medical education and PBL.  It will provide a great opportunity not 
only for discussion of updates in PBL but also for exchanging ideas, opinions 
and initiating or streng thening collaborative research. 
 
While enjoying the conference I also hope th at you will find the time to enjoy 
the variety of cultures that we Malaysians have to offer.  
 
Lastly on behalf of the Organising Committee, we thank each and everyone 
who has contributed to the successful organization of this Conference. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Professor Datin Hamimah Hassan 
Chairman 
Organizing Committee 
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SPEAKERSô/FACILITATORS ô PROFILES 
 

Keynote /Symposium  Speaker  and Workshop Facilitator  
 

 

 
 
 
 
Ann Sefton   
Emeritus Professor   
University of Sydney   
Sydney, Australia   
anns@gmp.usyd.edu.au  

  
Ann Sefton is now retired but remains active in educational development at 
the University of Sydney and is an elected member of the University Senate.  
She was for many years a well-cited researcher in visual neuroscience but has 
also been active in educational development in the Faculties of Medicine, 
Dentistry, Pharmacy and Science at the University of Sydney.  She was one of 
a team of three responsible for leading the planning for a new graduate -
entry, problem-based, integrated curriculum at Sydney, for which she 
received an Australian universitiesô national teaching award.  After 
implementing the medical curriculum, she worked half-time in the Faculty of 
Dentistry to develop the first problem -based, graduate-entry dental program 
in Australia.  
 Ann continues to contribute to aspects of the Sydney curriculum. She 
has led and contributed to a number of medical curriculum accreditation 
reviews through the Australian Medical Council as well as contributing to 
national reports on medical education.  Internationally, she has been invited 
as a speaker at a number of conferences and workshops. She has served as a 
member of review teams and as a consultant for medical programs in 
Australia, New Zealand, Asia, Europe, USA, and Africa. 
 Since 2001 she has been a member of the Council of the International 
Union of Physiological Sciences (IUPS), responsible for educational activities 
which include contributing to teaching workshops in various parts of the world 
(most recently Africa), as well as symposia and activities at the four -yearly 
IUPS scientific meetings.   
 In science, she has published 47 papers and 4 book chapters. On 
teaching and learning, she has published 54 papers, 46 chapters and has co-
edited 5 books relating to education.  
 

 

 

mailto:anns@gmp.usyd.edu.au
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Plenary/Symposium Speaker/ Workshop Facilitator  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geoff Norman  
McMaster University  
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada  
norman@mcmaster.ca  

 

Geoff Norman, PhD, is Professor of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
McMaster University. He received a B.Sc. in physics form the University of 
Manitoba in 1965 and a Ph.D. in nuclear physics from McMaster University in 
1971, and subsequently a M.A. in educational psychology form Michigan State 
University in 1977. He is the author of 10 books in education, measurement 
and statistics, and over 200 journal articles.  
 Dr. Normanôs primary research is in the area of expert diagnostic 
reasoning ï how clinicians arrive at a diagnosis. His research has revealed 
that experts use two kinds of knowledge to do diagnosis ï the formal 
analytical knowledge of signs and symptoms and physiologic mechanisms, 
and experiential knowledge based on the hundreds or thousands of patients 
they have encountered. 
 Following from this research is an interest in various aspects of how 
medical students learn. He has contributed to the theoretical foundation of 
problem-based learning. He is currently exploring the use of high fidelity 
simulation in clinical learning. He has also been involved in student 
assessment, and has developed and validated a number in innovative 
assessment methods, and has made substantial contributions to assessment 
methodology. 
 He has won numerous awards, including the Hubbard Award from the 
National Board of Medical Examiners in 1989, the Award of Excellence of the 
Canadian Association for Medical Education in 1997, the Distinguished Scholar 
Award of the American Educational Research Association, Division I, in 2000, 
the Award for Outstanding Achievement of the Medical Council of Canada in 
2001. He presently holds a Canada Research Chair. He was elected a Fellow 
of the Royal Society of Canada in 2007. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:norman@mcmaster.ca
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Plenary/Symposium S peaker and Workshop Facilitator  
 

 

 
 
 

 
Vanessa Burch  
University of Cape Town  
Cape Town, South Africa  
Vanessa.Burch@uct.ac.za  

 
Vanessa Burch is Professor and Chair of Clinical Medicine at the University of 
Cape Town in South Africa. After completing her clinical training as a 
specialist rheumatologist she became involved in health professions 
education. She went on to obtain her PhD in medical education from Erasmus 
University in the Netherlands. Her research interests include the development 
and implementation of assessment practices in resource-constrained settings 
in the developing world .  

 

Plenary/Symp osium Speaker and Workshop Facilitator  
 

 

 
 
John Gilbert  
University  of British Columbia  
Vancouver,  
BC, Canada  
John.Gilbert@ubc.ca  

 

Dr. John Gilbert is Principal & Professor Emeritus, College of Health 
Disciplines, UBC. He serves on Health Canadaôs National Expert Committee on 
Interprofessional Education for Collaborative Patient Centred Care. His many 
honours include a Fulbright Scholarship; a David Ross Research Fellowship; a 
Medical Research Council Post-Doctoral Scholarship; the Outstanding Alumnus 
Award of the School of Liberal Arts, Purdue University; a Killam Outstanding 
Teaching Award; a 50th Jubilee Medal from the Faculty of Medicine, and The 
Distinguished Service Award of the British Columbia Institute of Technology.  
He is President, International Association for Interprofessional Education and 
Collaborative Practice, and Faculty Advisor, National Health Sciences Studentôs 
Association. He is a member of the Boards of the Michener Institute, the 
Victorian Order of Nurses, and the B.C. Womenôs Hospital Foundation. He is 
Chair of the Board of the Womenôs Health Research Institute and Project 
Lead, the Canadian Interprofessional Health Collaborative, funded by Health 
Canada. He has recently been named Co-Chair of the WHO Study Group on 
Interprofessional Education & Collaborative Practice. 

mailto:Vanessa.Burch@uct.ac.za
mailto:John.Gilbert@ubc.ca
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Plenary/Symposium S peaker and Workshop Facilitator  

 

 

 
 
  
 
Trac ey Winning  
University  of Adelaide  
Adelaide,  
South Australia,  Australia  
tracey.winning@adelaide.edu.au  

 
Tracey Winning is an Associate Professor in the School of Dentistry, the 
University of Adelaide.  She has been involved in implementation, 
development and evaluation of the Adelaide hybrid PBL-based Bachelor of 
Dental Surgery (BDS) curriculum and has contributed to the development of 
PBL packages for the Bachelor of Oral Health curriculum. Currently, she co-
ordinates the ongoing development and delivery of a range of PBL packages 
throughout the BDS curriculum as well as staff-development activities, 
particularly for PBL tutors.  Her current research interests involving post-
graduate research students include the development and evaluation of PBL, 
analysis of student experiences and outcomes of PBL, self-assessment and 
laboratory-based psychomotor skill development.  This research has involved 
collaboration with colleagues in the Universities of Otago and Sydney, and 
currently, Malmö University, Sweden.  
 
 

Plenary Speaker  
 

 

 
 
 
 
Sudigdo Sastroasmoro  
University of Indonesia  
Indonesia  
sudigdo_s@yahoo.com  

 
Sudigdo Sastroasmoro was born on May 6, 1947 in Pekalongan, Central Java, 
Indonesia. He earned his Medical Doctor degree in 1972, and then served as 
a general practitioner in a small hospital 5 years before joining the Paediatric 
Training Program at the Department of Child Health, University of Indo nesia 
where he earned the degree as paediatrician in 1980. He served the 
community as a general paediatrician in Kupang, East Nusa Tenggara for 3 
years, and then he joined the Division of Cardiology, Department of Child 
Health, University of Indonesia in 1983. He was awarded a fellowship in 

mailto:tracey.winning@adelaide.edu.au
mailto:sudigdo_s@yahoo.com
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Pediatric Cardiology at the Royal Childrenôs s Hospital, Melbourne from 1985-
1987. Upon returning to Jakarta he concentrated in clinical work and became 
the head of the Division of Pediatric Cardiology (1993-1997).  
In 1998 Dr. Sastroasmoro earned his PhD degree at the University of 
Indonesia (title ñEffect of Dobutamine on Premature Infants with Hyaline 
Membrane Diseaseò) after which he did not wait too long to be inaugurated 
as Professor of Paediatrics in 2000 (title inaugural lecture: ñLogic in Medicine 
ï from Hippocrates, Ibn Sina, to Evidence-Based Medicineò).  
 Dr. Sastoasmoro has never had formal Postdoctoral training. Instead, 
he continued to study clinical epidemiology and evidence-based medicine by 
attending important courses in Oxford, Utrecht, Barcelona, Singapore, and 
Kuala Lumpur. Over the last five years Dr. Sastroasmoro has dedicated most 
of his time to teaching research methods, clinical epidemiology, and evidence-
based medicine for residents and PhD students.  He edited book on 
paediatrics, paediatric cardiology, research methods, wrote a guide for 
scientific writing, and guide for infant and child care for parent as well. Apart 
from teaching he is also the editor of several medical publications, including 
the International Editorial Board of Pediatric Cardiology (Chicago). He has 
been a Member, Advisory Committee on Health Research, WHO-SEARO (since 
2001), and Chairman of Continuing Professional Development Committee of 
the Indonesian Pediatric Association since 2006. He is married with 5 children 
and (currently) 7 grand children.  
 
 

Guest Lecture r   
 

 

Tadahiko Kozu   
Tokyo Womenôs Medical University 
Tokyo, Japan  
kozu@research.twmu.ac.jp  

 
Dr. Kozu graduated from the University of Tokyo School of Medicine in 1965.  
He was promoted to Professor of Gastroenterology and Endoscopy in Tokyo 
Womenôs Medical University (TWMU) in 1990.  He then became the first 
Professor of Medical Education in Japan in 1995 with the start of Department 
of Medical Education which was established in TWMU for the first time in 
Japan.  He has served as a member of Education Committee of the World 
Gastroenterology Organization since 1999. 
 He has been known as one of the most prominent leaders of PBL in 
Japan, because he has implemented PBL for the first time in Japan into the 
completely integrated curriculum in 1990, and made sustained changes. 
 Dr. Kozu contributed as a key person in the recent innovative changes 
of medical education in Japan, serving as a member of the Committee of 
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Coordination Councils for the Ministry of Education that proposed the ñModel 
Core Curriculum of Medical Education in 2001ò as guidelines of innovative 
changes for the 21st Century, a committee member of the Common 
Achievement Test for qualifying the students prior to clinical clerkships, a 
committee member of Technical Standards for Handicapped physician of the 
Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare.      
 In 2003, he semi-retired and became Professor Emeritus and Advisor 
of TWMU.  He is currently a councilor of Japan Medical Education Foundation, 
a member of Evaluation Committee for National Universities, an honorary 
research member of the University of Tokyo Institute of Medical Education, an 
honorary member of Japan Society for Medical Education, an honorary 
member of Japan Gastroenterological Endoscopy Society and Japan Society of 
Gastroenterology.    
 Dr. Kozu is the Chairperson of the International Advisory Board of 
Asian-Pacific Conference of Medical Education (APC PBL) since 2004.   

 
 
Sympos ium Speaker  and Workshop Facili t ator  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
C.Y. Kwan  
China Medical University  
Taichung, Taiwan  
www.kwancy.com  

 
Professor Kwan is a basic research scientist specialising in cardiovascular 
sciences. His research interest spans over molecular pharmacology, cellular 
physiology and natural product research including Chinese medicine, with an 
emphasis on calcium and cell signalling process. He is founding member of 
the Smooth Muscle Research Program of McMaster University, Canada, as 
well as founding member of the Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences and 
Medicine of the University of Hong Kong. To date, Prof. Kwan has published 
nearly 350 full-length papers including 25 book chapters and proceeding 
papers (excluding meeting abstracts). Of these papers, 246 are listed in the 
ISI current content. He has served and is still serving on Editorial Advisory 
Board of several international journals. He is an external reviewer for 
manuscripts, research grants and academic promotions worldwide. Prof. 
Kwan is also a consultant in ñProblem-Based Learning (PBL) in medical 
education. He served as a short term WHO consultant on PBL in the 
Philippines. He has been honoured with Visiting Professorships in 10 top 
medical Universities in China including the Medical Faculty at the University 
of Hong Kong, the National University of Singapore and two medical schools 
in Taiwan. He is currently in Taiwan on a senior position at the China 
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Medical University in Taichung, where he is in charge of Faculty 

Development and International Affairs . 

 

Sympos ium Speaker  
 

 

 
 
 
 
Nabishah Mohamad  
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)  
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  
nabishahm@yahoo.com   

 
Nabishah Mohamad is Professor and head of the Department of Medical 
Education at UKM or the National University of Malaysia   
She obtained her MD and PhD degrees at UKM and went on a WHO 
Fellowship-Teaching technique to Australia in1999/ Australia.  She has been 
involved in accreditation of local and overseas medical programmes since 
1999 as MMC and LAN panel member, was a committee member for 
reviewing Guidelines  
for the Accreditation of Basic Medical Education Programmes in Malaysia. 
2007 and is on the panel of Malaysian Qualification Agency (MQA) for Science, 
Health and Medical programmes. 
 
 
 

Symposium Speaker and Workshop Facilitators  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Francis Ifejika Achike  
International  Medical University  
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  
francis_achike@imu.edu.my  

 

Francis Ifejika Achike, BSc, MB; ChB, DA, PhD, FCP. is currently a Professor 
and facilitator of knowledge in Pharmacology & Therapeutics, and Clinical 
Skills.  A proponent of innovative medical education, particularly the problem -
based learning (PBL) philosophy, he has addressed several national and 
international conferences on the subject.  He is a fellow of the American  
College of Clinical Pharmacology, and a member of the editorial board of the 
CEPP, and the J. of Med Education (Taiwan).  

mailto:nabishah@medic.ukm.my
mailto:francis_achike@imu.edu.my


6 th  Biennial APA -PHS Conference, 2008  

 15 

Symposium S peaker and Workshop Facilitator  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Christina Phoay Lay T an  
University of Malaya  
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  
tanpl@um.edu.my  or tanpl@ummc.edu.my  

 
Christina Tan is a family physician by training, and is currently Director of the 
Medical Education & Research Development Unit, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Malaya.  She also heads the Clinical Skills Unit in the faculty, as 
well as being chief coordinator for the Objective Structured Clinical 
Examinations at 3rd and Final MBBS levels. 
 She was formerly Head of the Department of Primary Care Medicine, 
and continues to maintain a clinical practice in the Primary Care Clinic at the 
University Malaya Medical Centre.   
 She has a deep interest in medical education, particularly in curriculum 
development and assessment, and was twice awarded international 
fellowships in medical education, in 2000 (based in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
USA) and 2005-6 (in Philadelphia, USA), and has on-going international links 
in USA and South Africa in training and mentoring medical educationists.  
Since 2000, she has been involved in many faculty staff training workshops in 
Problem-Based Learning and PBL Case Design, as well as OSCE Examiner 
Training.  
 
 

Symposium Speaker  
 

 

Vishna Devi V Nadarajah  
International Medical University  
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  
vishnadevi_nadarajah@imu.edu.my  

 
Dr. Vishna Devi Nadarajah, graduated with a First Class Honours degree in 
Biochemistry from the University of Malaya in 1994. She was also awarded 
the University Book Prize and the Best Thesis award from the Malaysian 
Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. After a short stint as a tutor at 
University of Malaya, Dr. Vishna left in 1995 to pursue her PhD at the 

mailto:tanpl@um.edu.my
mailto:tanpl@ummc.edu.my
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University of Cambridge in the field of microbial biochemistry. She was 
awarded the Chevening Award for her PhD. At Cambridge, Dr.Vishna won 
several awards including The Society for Invertebrate Pathology: Best Student 
Paper Presentation Award 1997 (International),The Frederick Sanger Travel 
Fund and a bursary award from the Cambridge Commonwealth Trust.  
 Upon returning to Malaysia, Dr.Vishna joined the International Medical 
University as lecturer. At IMU, Dr.Vishna is actively involved in several areas 
of medical research including research on bacterial toxins with anti leukaemic 
activity and the role of angiog enic factors in hypertensive diseases. Dr.Vishna 
has won external grants for her research including the Ranjeet Singh 
Bhagwan Grant from the Academy of Sciences and the MAKNA, Cancer 
Research Grant.  
 Dr. Vishna has also been involved in curriculum development in IMU, 
having played a key role in the development of Problem Based Learning for 
the medical faculty at IMU and the newly developed Medical Biotechnology 
curriculum. Dr. Vishna is currently Associate Professor at IMU, and serves 
administratively as the Deputy Director (Quality) at the Centre for Medical 
Education (CtME). Her portfolio includes analysis and conduct of regular 
evaluation of the teaching learning activities for all programmes at IMU 
including Pharmacy.  She has published research papers in both medical 
sciences and medical education, peer reviews for journals and is currently  

supervising postgraduate students.  
 

 

Symposium Speaker  
 

 

Rasnah Binti Abdul Rahman  
University of Malaya,  
Kuala Lumpur , Malaysia  
rasnah@um.edu.my  

  
  

Puan Rasmah is Lecturer in the Department of Nursing Sciences at the Faculty 
of Medicine , University of Malaya (UM).  She holds a Bachelor of Nursing 
Science from UM and obtained her Master of Nursing degree from Monash 
University, Australia in 2006.  She has had wide experience in nursing practice 
and education and has been involved in the teaching and training of nurses at 
UM since1995. 
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Workshop Facilitator  
 

 

 
 
Debra Si Mui Sim  
University of Malaya  
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  
debrasim@ummc.edu.my   
or debrasim@um.edu.my  

 
Debra S.M. Sim is currently a professor at the Department of Pharmacology, 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Malaya.  She obtained her B.Sc. in 1980 and 
Ph.D. in Pharmacology in 1984 from the University of Liverpool, U.K., before 
joining the present university in 1984.  
 Debra has played a pivotal role in the implementation of PBL tutorials 
in Year II of the universityôs MBBS programme in 1999/2000, and has since 
been involved in the training of students and tutors for PBL.  She currently 
holds the Chair of the Faculty PBL Committee and has been actively involved 
in the curriculum reviews of both MBBS and BDS programmes in her 
university.  She is the Honorary Secretary (and now also Acting Vice 
President) of the Asia-Pacific Association on PBL in Health Sciences (APA-PHS) 
for 2006-2008, and is a 2007 Fellow of the FAIMER Institute based in 
Philadelphia. 

 

Workshop Facilitator  
 

  
 
 
 
 
Ramesh Jutti  
Internal Medical University  
Kuala Lumpur, Malays ia  
ramesh_jutti@imu.edu.my  
 

 
Prof Jutti is Dean (Academic), Clinical Sciences, International Medical 
University, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and is a practicing Paediatric Surgeon and 
Paediatric Urologist having experience of working in India, Middle East and 
Malaysia. As the Academic Head / Dean of Clinical School (2002-07), 
International Medical University, he was instrumental in developing and 
implementing outcome-based curriculum, task-based learning, learning 

mailto:debrasim@ummc.edu.my
mailto:ramesh_jutti@imu.edu.my
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portfolios, portfolio -based assessment, standardized clinical examination and 
senior clerkship. 

 
 
Workshop Facilitator  
 

 

Charles Juwah  
The Robert Gordon University,  
Aberdeen, Scotland , United Kingdom  
c.juwah@rgu.ac.uk  or CharlesJuwah@aol.com  

 
Dr . Charles Juwah is a senior academic and international 

professional development consultant at the Department for the 
Enhancement of Learning, Teaching and Assessment (DELTA) , The 

Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, Scotland. Charles has 
University -wide responsibilities for championing the use of 

pedagogy to promote effective cultural change in teaching, learning, 
assessment and research supervision. In addition, Charles provi des 

leadership for the initial and continuing professional development of 
academic staff leading to the UK Higher Education Academy  (HEA)ôs 

and the Nursing and Mid wifery Council (NMC)ôs accredited and 
recognised higher education teacher status.  

 His exper tise and experience in innovative pedagogies and 

technology -enhanced learning (including the use of portfolios, 
personal and professional development planning, problem based 

learning, to promote self regulated and reflective learning, etc.) has 
led to his appointment as: Individual expert for the EU Tempus 

funded projects in the Russian Federation and Serbia; Coordinator 
of the British Council funded Higher Education Link Projects in 

Malaysia and India and Facilitator for a World Bank and state 
government f unded programmes for academics from Argentina 

related to the enhancement of the quality of teaching, learning and 
assessment.   

 Charles is the author of the book Interactions in Online 
Education: Implications for theory and practice and editor - in -chief 

of the online International Journal of Learning and Teaching in 
higher  education . Charles is a recipient of the 1996 Scottish and UK 

National Training Awards for Individual Achievement.  

 

mailto:c.juwah@rgu.ac.uk
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Symposium Speaker  
 

 

Samsiah Mat,  
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

(National University of Malaysia)  
Kuala Lumpur  
samsiah@mail.hukm.ukm.my 

 

Samsiah Mat is senior lecturer in the Department of Nursing at the Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia (National University of Malaysia ï UKM).  She obtained 
her Master of Nursing Degree from Monash University, Australia, in 2002, and 
is pursuing her PhD degree in nursing (Measurement and Evaluation) in UKM 
at present.  She has been involved in lecturing in the Degree Nursing, 
advanced Diploma of Midwifery, Diploma in Nursing Programmes. Among her 
professional affiliations are National Accreditation Board (1998 ï 2007), 
evaluator for Malaysian Qualification Frame Work from 2008 ï 2011, Council 
of Nursing of IPTA (Secretary from 2002 ï 2005), Malaysian Women Graduate 
association, Malaysian Nurses Association and Malaysian Medical Sciences 
Association. 
 Since 1996 she has conducted PBL sessions with the Bachelor, Diploma 
and Advanced Diploma in Midwifery Nursing students. Lately, Samsiah has 
also been conducting short courses in ñSkills in facilitatingò and ñDesigning the 
PBL packagesò for staff. 
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PROGRAMME 

Pre -Conference Wor kshops, Day 1  

 Eastin Hotel, Petaling Jaya  
 

 

Monday, 13 October 2008  

0830 - 0930 Registration :   Level 3 

Workshop A1: Conference Room, Level 3 

Workshop B1: Boardroom, Level 3 

0930 - 1030 Workshop A1  (Session 1) 

PBL Facilitation  

(David C.Y. Kwan  

and Debra S.M. Sim) 

Workshop B1  (Session 1) 

e-Portfolio: Supporting PBL 
and Continuing 

Professional Development  

(Charles Juwah) 

1030 - 1100 Tea/Coffee Break  

1100 - 1230 Workshop A1  (Session 2) 

PBL Facilitation  

(David C.Y. Kwan  

and Debra S.M. Sim) 

Workshop B1  (Session 2)  

e-Portfolio: Supporting PBL 
and Continuing 

Professional Development  

(Charles Juwah) 

1230 - 1400 LUNCH Break  (Lunch is not provided) 

1330 - 1400 Registration :   Level 3 

Workshop C1 : Conference Room, Level 3 

Workshop D1 : Boardroom, Level 3 

1400 - 1530 Workshop C1  (Session 1) 

PBL Case Design  

(Ann Sefton  

and Christina Tan) 

Workshop D1  (Session 1) 

Student Assessment 
Methods  

(Geoff Norman) 

1530 - 1600 Tea/Coffee Break  

1600 - 1700 Workshop C1  (Session 2)  

PBL Case Design  

(Ann Sefton  

and Christina Tan) 

Workshop D1  (Session 2) 

Student Assessment 
Methods  

(Geoff Norman) 
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PROGRAMME 

Pre -Conference Wor kshops, Day 2  

 Eastin Hotel, Petaling Jaya  
 

Tuesday, 14 October 2008  

0830 - 0930 Registration:   Level 3 

Workshop E2:  Conference Room, Level 3 

Workshop F2:  Boardroom, Level 3 

0930 - 1030 Workshop E2  (Session 1) 

Standard Setting  

(Ramesh Jutti  

and Francis I. Achike) 

Workshop F2  (Session 1)  

The Assessment of Clinical 
Competence  

(Vanessa Burch) 

1030 - 1100 Tea/Coffee Break  

1100 - 1230 Workshop E2  (Session 2) 

Standard Setting  

(Ramesh Jutti  

and Francis I. Achike) 

Workshop F2 (Session 2) 

The Assessment of Clinical 
Competence  

(Vanessa Burch) 

1230 - 1400 LUNCH Break  (Lunch is not provided) 

1330 - 1400 Registration :   Level 3  

Workshop C2 : Conference Room, Level 3 

Workshop D2:  Boardroom. Level 3 

1400 - 1530 Workshop C2  (Session 1)  

PBL Case Design  

(Ann Sefton  

and Christina Tan) 

Workshop D2  (Session 1)  

Student Assessment 
Methods  

(Geoff Norman) 

1530 - 1600 Tea/Coffee Break  

1600 - 1700 Workshop C2  (Session 2) 

PBL Case Design  

(Ann Sefton  

and Christina Tan) 

Workshop D2  (Session 2) 

Student Assessment 
Methods  

(Geoff Norman) 
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PROGRAMME 
Conference, Day 1  

Eastin Hotel, Petaling Jaya  
 

Wednesday, 15 October 2008  

0700 - 0800 Breakfast / APA -PHS ExCo (2006 -2008) Meeting  

0800 - 0900 
Registration -  Foyer 
 0800 - Arrival of participants and registration 
 0850 - Arrival of invited guests 

0900 - 0915 

Welcome and Opening Ceremony ï Grand Ballroom 
Datuk Rafiah Salim, Vice-Chancellor, University of Malaya 
 0900  Speech ï Organising Committee Chairperson 
 0905  Speech ï President, APA-PHS 
 0910  Speech ï Datuk Vice Chancellor 
(Master of Ceremony: Eileen Saw, Malaysia) 

0920 - 1000 

Keynote address ï Grand Ballroom 
Issues in Designing Effective PBL Curricula  
Ann Sefton, Australia 
(Chairperson: Debra S.M. Sim, Malaysia) 

1000 - 1030 Tea/Coffee Break  -  Foyer 

1030 - 1115 

Plenary 1 ï Grand Ballroom 
Does PB L Work? And How Can We Make I t Work Better?  
Geoff Norman, Canada 
(Chairperson: Francis I. Achike, Malaysia) 

1115 - 1230 Symposium 1  
Grand Ballroom 
Sustainability of PBL  
APA-PHS country 
representatives (Greg Tan, 
Australia; Philip S.L. Beh, 
Hong Kong; N. Margarita 
Rehatta, Indonesia; Osamu 
Matsuo, Japan; Marita Reyes, 
Philippines; Tsann-Long 
Hwang, Taiwan) 
(Moderator: David C.Y. Kwan, 
Canada/Taiwan)  

Symposium 2  
Meranti Room  
PBL in Pharmacy and 
Nursing  
Vishna Devi V. Nadarajah, 

Malaysia; 
Rasnah Abdul Rahman, 
Malaysia;  
Samsiah Mat, Malaysia 
(Moderator: Khatijah Lim 
Abdullah, Malaysia) 
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PROGRAMME 
Conference, Day 1 

Eastin Hotel, Petaling Jaya  
(Continued)  

 

1230 - 1400 
LUNCH Break and POSTER Viewing  

Restaurant/Grand Ballroom  

1400 - 1445 

Plenary 2 ï Grand Ballroom 
Assessment -  An Education Tool  
Vanessa Burch, South Africa 
(Chairperson: Christina P.L. Tan, Malaysia) 

1445 - 1515 

Guest Lecture ï Grand Ballroom 
Incremental PBL, a Useful Learning Method for Asian -
Pacific Medical Students  
Tadahiko Kozu, Japan 
(Chairperson: Bambang Prijambodo, Indonesia) 

1515 - 1600 
Oral Communications  1  -  Grand Ballroom  
O1 - O3 
(Chairperson: Philip S.L. Beh, Hong Kong) 

1600 - 1615 Photograph y Session - Grand Ballroom 

1615 - 1645 Tea/Coffee Break -  Foyer 

1700 - 1800 APA-PHS General Meeting -  Grand Ballroom 

  

 
 

*************************************
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PROGRAMME 
Conference, Day 2  

Eastin Hotel, Petaling Jaya  
 

Thursday , 16 October 2008  

0700 - 0800 Breakfast / APA -PHS ExCo (2008 -2010) Meeting   

0800 - 0830 Registration  ï Foyer 

0845 - 0930 Plenary 3 ï Grand Ballroom 

Assessing the Evidence for Interprofessional Education  

John HV Gilbert, Canada 
(Chairperson: Nabishah Mohamad, Malaysia) 

0930 - 1000 Tea/Coffee Break  - Foyer 

1000 - 1130 Symposium 3  
Grand Ballroom 
Challenges in Inter -
professional Learning  
Nabishah Mohd, Malaysia; 
Ann Sefton, Australia 
(Moderator: John H.V. Gilbert, 
Canada)  

Symposium 4  
Meranti Room 
Innovation in Early Clinical 
Exposure  
Francis I Achike, Malaysia; 
Christina Tan, Malaysia 
(Moderator: N. Margarita 
Rehatta, Indonesia) 

1130 - 1230 Plenary 4 ï Grand Ballroom 
Role of PBL in a Hybrid Curriculum  
Tracey Winning, Australia  
(Chairperson: Noor Hayaty Abu Kasim, Malaysia) 

1230 - 1400 LUNCH Break and POSTER Viewing  
Restaurant/Grand Ballroom  

1400 - 1445 Plenary 5 ï Grand Ballroom 
Evidence -based Medicine and Problem -based Learning  
Sudigdo Sastroasmoro, Indonesia 
(Chairperson: Marita Reyes, Philippines) 

1500 - 1600 Oral Communication s 2   
Grand Ballroom 
O4 - O7  
(Chairperson: Osamu Matsuo, 
Japan) 

Oral Communication s 3 
Meranti Room 
O8 - O10 
(Chairperson: Christina Tan, 
Malaysia) 

1600 - 1615 Closing Ceremony - Grand Ballroom 

1615 - 1700 Tea/Coffee Break  -  Foyer 




